
 

 

2022 President’s Message 

World Tournament Preparation, Contracts, Ideas 
By Gary B. Roberts, NHPA President 
 
As I prepare this message, I have completed two months as President of the 
NHPA.  These months have been extremely busy. Not surprisingly, World Tour-
nament preparation has been an important topic. Fortunately, I have very compe-
tent Council members who will assure that all details are addressed. This week 
we approved a contract with a professional photography company (Empire Me-
dia) for the World Tournament. We feel this company will provide high quality 
pictures at a reasonable cost. We have also completed arrangements to have Ron and Polly Murphy at the 
World Tournament to assure the availability of game related sales. As mentioned in the previous Newsline, 
Laurie Lampkin and Barb Carson made a site visit to Monroe to assure there will be no surprises. They were 
pleased to see that there have been improvements in IT capabilities at the facility.   
 
Simultaneously, efforts to interest other cities in hosting the 2024 World Tournament are underway.  Laurie 
Lampkin has done a great job in this regard.  Laurie and I will be attending the Connect Sports Spring Mar-
ketplace 2022 in Puerto Rico where many cities will have representatives present to explore potential event 
opportunities.  Keep in mind that Connect Sports will be paying our travel expenses.  No NHPA funds will be 
utilized.  Laurie and I will also be visiting a potential bidder for the 2024 World Tournament in Ocala, Florida 
next week. 
 
Obviously, preparation for the World Tournament and dealing with “day to day” operations are of great im-
portance and require hours of work.  However, increasing our membership, developing marketing, and ob-
taining sponsorship must be our priorities. I plan to develop a strategic plan that encompasses Action Plans 
with measurable steps that will address these issues. I will need input from our Council and from our mem-
bership to develop this plan. We may want to revise our vision as we implement this process. Laurie Lampkin 
and many others in past years have spent many hours pursuing sponsorship with limited success. Obviously, 
our approach has not worked. It is difficult for a small organization with limited resources to have expertise in 
securing sponsorship. As President, I do not want to just maintain the status quo.  I believe that most of our 
membership recognizes that substantial changes must occur quickly to assure long term survival of our sport. 
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As President, I do not want to just maintain the status quo.  I believe that most of our membership recog-
nizes that substantial changes must occur quickly to assure long term survival of our sport. There have 
been several very interesting ideas on social media in recent days that need to be seriously considered. Jer-
ry Smith has promulgated having less stringent rules for sanctioned tournaments other than State and 
World Tournament events. Jerry has prepared a separate rule book to accomplish this. Let’s give this and 
other ideas serious consideration. 
 
There have also been several suggestions concerning the format of the World Tournament. Some believe 
that shortening the tournament to two weeks would be beneficial. To accommodate this, some have recom-
mended eliminating the preliminary rounds. Others have recommended elimination of the Men’s and 
Women’s Senior Divisions. Since the World Tournament is such a great event, any changes in format need 
to be very carefully considered to assure that it will add to the pitcher experience. I, and many others, 
would also like to see a more exciting finish to all of the Championship Divisions. 
 
I, and the Council, agreed to eliminate the NHPA Winter Meeting. This will eliminate travel expenses nor-
mally incurred for these meetings. With available technology, these meetings can be done virtually. Also, 
we have committed to getting the Newsline published in a timely manner.  
 
It is a great honor to serve as President of the NHPA, and I will make every effort to make a positive im-
pact, however, we must all work together and be willing to embrace change to make a difference. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Horseshoe Trivia 

Have You Tried the Reverse One and Three Quarters? 
By Gary Roberts, NHPA President 

 

Many pitchers have been successful with unorthodox deliveries and turns. There is no turn more unortho-
dox than the reverse one and three quarters. Many pitchers have mastered the reverse three quarter and the 
reverse one and one quarter turns. Only two pitchers have become high average pitchers with the one and 
three quarters reverse. These pitchers were Gary Farnsworth of Illinois and Dave Hughes of Minnesota. 
Gary played in the 1966 World Tournament in Utah and won his preliminary group averaging 78.1%. He 
finished 11th in the Championship finals with an average of 79.1%. Gary averaged over 80% in many tour-
naments including the Greenville Ringer Classic. Interestingly, Gary was inducted into the Vermillion 
County Basketball Hall of Fame. 
 
A very young Dave Hughes qualified for the Championship Division at the 1979 World Horseshoe Tour-
nament in Statesville, North Carolina. He impressed everyone with his beautiful reverse one and three 
quarters turn. He finished 9th with an average of 78.0%. In one game, he defeated Jeff Williams 52-49 in 
126 shoes. Dave had 85.7% and Jeff had 84.9% in this impressive game. Dave returned to the World Tour-
nament in 1980 and finished 10th with a 74.1% average. Dave averaged 80.1% in the 1979 Minnesota State 
Tournament. 

President’s Message...continued 
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Is it OK to touch a stake while scoring shoes? 
Brian Pool, 1st VP  
 

I hope everyone is looking at their schedule and planning on attending the World 
Tournament in Monroe LA.  Get your entry in before the entry deadline.  I look for-
ward to seeing you there. 
 
I would like to extend an invite to those that can judge or would like to Judge at the 
World Tournament to attend a clinic that I will conduct after the Saturday Pre Tour-
nament and other times during the first week.  We always like to have new players, 
young and old, get involved and learn the Rules and judge during a session. 
 
I would like to cover a couple of Rules questions that have come up. 
 
First is the touching of the stake when shoes are being scored after being pitched.  The stake should never 
be grabbed or touched while scoring the shoes that are in play.  Please be aware of this stipulation and don’t 
touch or grab the stake when shoes are being scored. 
 
Second is dealing with foul shoes that are in the pit.  Rule 5 covers this situation and my interpretation is 
when a foul shoe is in the scoring area, 15.5 inches, the shoe must be removed.  If the shoe is outside the 
scoring area it can be removed but if both players agree to leave it in place, it can remain in the pit. 
 
I hope that with spring coming soon that you are finding some tournaments to attend and enjoy this great 
sport. 
 
Look forward to seeing you all soon! 
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Letter of Intent to Run NHPA 1st VP Candidate—Josh Olson 
 

My name is Josh Olson from Minnesota. I am pleased to announce my candidacy for the office of the 1st 
Vice President position on the NHPA Council. 
I have been involved in this great sport going on 15 years. I pitched as Junior starting when I was 15. Four 
of those years I got my butt kicked on the court by some of the best in the State and that started my drive to 
find excellence, and with that I won my first State Championship as a Junior in 2010. Then, I went on to 
compete in the Men’s Division making the Men’s Championship class every year since 2013 and I also won 
my first Men’s State Title in 2015. 
 
I have been involved at a local level going back to 2012 where my dad and I restarted a sanction league and 
started running tournaments and that has been going on still to this day. At the state level, I have been in-
volved since 2014 and held the Junior Promotions Director position and I was the Minnesota Webmaster. I 
am the current Regional Director and State Statistician. 
 
At the National Level, this is my first year as the NHPA IT Director. I was a part of the stat room crew dur-
ing the 2015-2017 World Tournaments and had the opportunity to help be a part of the setup for the elec-
tronic scoring system and everything else that we know today to be a part of the World Tournament experi-
ence. 
 
The experience and knowledge I have gained from being a part of the Minnesota Charter both as a pitcher, a 
promoter, and an Executive Officer has helped make my decision to seek the position of the NHPA 1st VP 
an easy one. If elected, I will carry over to the national level my drive and passion for the sport that I have 
demonstrated here in Minnesota. 
 
Thank you, 
Josh Olson 

 
 

2022 World Tournament Venue 
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Membership, Sponsorship, Promotion, Publicity 
Laurie Lampkin, 2nd VP Publicity & Promotion Director 
 
 
 

 
TRAVEL PLANS TO MONROE, LA  
Depending on the mode of transportation you choose, here are a few helpful tips to 
consider.  
 

What to Know When Your Flight is Grounded 
In the last several months, travelers have faced daily flight delays and cancellations 

due to wintery weather and airline staff shortages, including those caused by the 

COVID-19 omicron variant. Often, when many flights are canceled or delayed, it causes a domino effect, 

making it difficult for stranded passengers to rebook. AAA recommends you do the following to lessen your 

chance of being grounded: 

 

Book the first flight in the morning. Because of how routes are planned, and crews set up, early morning 

flights are less susceptible to encountering problems from cancelations or delays. The airlines that fly 

directly into the Monroe Regional Airport are Delta, American, United.  

Check-in online 24-hours in advance and have the airline notifications enabled on your mobile device in 

case an issue arises that requires a change in plans. 

If a flight is canceled, the airline must try and accommodate by booking passengers on an alternative flight. 

However, under federal law, you are entitled to a full refund if you request it. It could take time to re-

cover this money since more cancellations mean more people asking for refunds. 

If you are Driving, and What to Know Before Hitting the Road 
This year, the Federal Government has given may states funding for infrastructure repairs. Lots of highway 

construction will be going on over the summer and if you are planning on driving to Monroe, LA., you do 

not want delays and sitting in traffic for longs periods of time. However, if you find yourself stuck in a situ-

ation, you should: 

Contact your local AAA office to get Trip Tiks, and the agent will find an alternate route for you around 

any potential construction sites. Keep the contact number for AAA in your contacts.  

• Keep your car’s engine off if the traffic jam could be a long one. It is okay to turn the vehicle on sporad-

ically. 

• Stay in your vehicle to avoid falling or being struck by an approaching vehicle or a chain reaction of 

cars colliding. If you must get out of the car, ensure the surroundings are safe. 

• Avoid driving on the shoulders or medians of highways to get around the traffic jam. These need to be 

kept clear for first responders, tow trucks, and emergency vehicles to get to the cause of the stoppage. 

Check the weather before hitting the road and change plans accordingly. 

Also, always pack a well-stocked emergency kit which should have a cell phone car charger, first-aid kit; 
extra blankets, hats, gloves, and coats; plenty of drinking water and non-perishable snacks for pas-
sengers, including pets; flashlight and extra batteries; reflective warning triangles; Create a check list 
if that help remind you to have these items in your car when traveling regardless of the time of year.  
We look forward to seeing you in the Boot. Safe Travels. 
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Various Modes of Transportation in Monroe  
If you are needing transportation, here is some information for rental car companies, taxis, if you are fly-

ing directly into the Monroe Regional airport.  Uber and Lyft are also available, just download the apps 

on your cell phones. 

2nd VP (Membership, Sponsorship, Promotion, Publicity)...continued 
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CLUB MEMBERSHIP IDEAS and SUGGESTIONS 
With a new pitching season upon us it’s time to possibly think of recruiting new members. So, what works 
in your club? We all are struggling to get new members out to play horseshoes. So, what do successful clubs 
do to attract new members? Others are getting the news out through their local newspapers in the 
“Community News Sections” or by using Social Media outlets, brochures. Contact your local newspaper 
and ask what the fee is to publish your weekly league results or a general message to announce your upcom-
ing Horseshoe events.  
 
You may be surprised that some newspapers do this as a “Free” service. Remember, most clubs are a non- 
profit, and sometimes these things can be donated and/or used as a tax right off. Results of local tourna-
ments or leagues are getting printed in the papers about players that won championships. Submit your week-
ly results to be added with the other local sports, look for local sponsors to offset the expense of placing the 
ad in the paper on a weekly basis. 
 
Clubs are always looking for ways to grow and recruit new members, there are many things club members 
can do to attract new members. Here, you’ll find a few viable approaches that a local club or organization 
could use to recruit more members. I’m sure several of these ideas have been used or attempted in the past, 
but now with everything opening back up post Covid, now would be the time to try again.  
 
1. Simply ask someone, such as family members, co-workers.  
2. Update or improve your charter websites and have them linked to other sports groups or City Parks and 

Rec departments and city websites, state Travel and Tourism offices. 
3. Contact your state Travel and Tourism office, give a list of all the clubs in your state and physical ad-

dresses and GPS information and have them list it on their website. You never know who may be travel-
ing through your state and want to stop and pitch in a tournament.  

4. If you have any local clubs such as a Rotary Clubs, Masonic Lodges, American Legions, your local 
schools, churches, send out invitations to pitch on one night a week. “Club vs Club.” 

5. Create a Junior/Cadet group. Have your Junior Directors, if applicable, get into the schools and host a 
tournament between the Football Teams and Basketball Teams or other 
groups in the schools. “Club vs Club” format and bragging rights.  

6. Advertise in Newspapers & local T.V. Stations, Radio. Invite these same 
media people to your tournaments and leagues each week.  

7. Create your own Social Media pages and posts for your own clubs, and 
charters such as Facebook, Tik-Tok, Instagram Twitter, etc. Create a So-
cial Media director position in your clubs.  

8. Have a clear club goal & and have a strategic plan in mind to make the 
ideas succeed. 

9. Hold “open to the public tournaments”. Anyone and any age can pitch, 
Singles, Doubles, Blind Draw Doubles, etc.  

10. Have a booth at malls, fairs, festivals etc., also hold public exhibitions of 
pitching on portable pits.  

11. Place pamphlets/brochures in doctors’ offices, hospitals, cafeterias, libraries, local grocery stores, con-
venience stores, or as inserts into your local newspaper, etc. 

12. Hold a membership drive, give prizes for the member that recruits the most members to join in a calen-
dar year. Set a goal of how many new members you want to attract this year, Make it a goal.  

13. Put together informational packets with your own club’s information.  
14. Send letters to people in the news with an invitation to visit the club when you are hosting events.  
15. NHPA has a one-time sanctioned tournament with a “Free” trial membership, or you can try the provi-

sional membership as an incentive. 

 
 

2nd VP (Membership, Sponsorship, Promotion, Publicity)...continued 
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As I write this, the calendar says that spring officially starts in about three and a half 
weeks.  However, my area might not see spring like weather quite that soon, since 
our winter didn’t arrive until Groundhog Day.  If a silly groundhog did try to leave 
his winter habitat on that day, he would have had to burrow through at least 10 inch-
es of snow and more if he was located under a snow drift.  However, during a brief 
period of time he would have seen his shadow during the afternoon.  Since then 
there has been another snow that is big for this area and though it is gone, we are 
currently in a stretch of very frigid weather.  The Groundhog Day tradition is kind 
of silly, because from Feb. 2 to the official first day of spring, it is always at least 
six weeks anyway.  I don’t pay much attention to traditions, or to the calendar, because I’ve had snow start 
on an Easter Sunday in April, when I had about 30 guests in my house enjoying Easter dinner, and I don’t 
have a large house.  Some were from some distance away and had a difficult time getting home, as the snow 
was piling up quickly and highway crews were caught off guard.  Another year there was 6 inches of snow 
the first weekend in May.  In several recent years this area has kind of skipped spring like weather.  We 
seem to go right from winter into summer.  For those who don’t believe in climate change, I beg to differ 
with you.  So will some others who try to get outdoor horseshoe leagues started in Missouri during the 
spring months.  However, we know that better and warmer weather will eventually arrive so that the out-
door horseshoe leagues can enjoy the rest of their season, during which they will sometimes wish they could 
experience some of the cooler weather they had earlier in the season.   
  
 The HOF Committee is currently in the voting process for the 2022 election.  As I write this article, the 
committee members have received their voting materials, but I have given them until March 19, 2022 to re-
turn their ballots.  I will not have results available for an article until the May/June edition of NEWSLINE.  
For nominees to be eligible for the 2022 voting, a nomination had to be received by Jan. 31, 2022.  To know 
who was on the ballot for 2022, there should be a list of the HOF nominees on the HOF link of the NHPA 
website.  I don’t know if that list is quite complete.  It depends on when it was last updated.  Just so you will 
know, no public announcement of election results is ever made until the voting process has been completed 
and the inductee, or a member of their family, has been contacted.  The one exception is if I can’t locate a 
family member of a deceased inductee.  Then I announce the results and ask for help in locating a family 
member of a deceased person.   
 
FYI, if you don’t already know, along with all of his other duties, Jerry Smith has taken over serving as the 
NHPA Historian.  Bob Dunn was serving in that position until his passing and he was taking care of supply-
ing bios and photos for all HOF inductees for the website.  When Jerry has time, he has been working on 
some updates of bios and photos for HOF inductees that hadn’t been added to our web page the past few 
years.  The webmaster has been adding that information to the Hall of Fame link as Jerry sends it to him.  
You can go to the Hall of Fame link, which I think is under Awards and Recognition, and there you will 
find the official Nomination Form, a list of nominees currently on the ballot and names of the inductees 
elected since the inception of the NHPA Hall of Fame, along with short bios and photos of most.  I hope 
everyone visits the NHPA website often.  It was necessary to find a new webmaster, due to the lingering 
illness and unexpected passing of the previous one.  The entire website was behind and several people have 
assisted in playing catch up.  The new webmaster has been working hard, because he also has many other 
duties.  The NHPA website is an important tool and you would be surprised at how many people look at it 
that are not horseshoe pitchers.  I know, because I get some phone calls and e-mails from strangers who 
want some information about something they saw on the website and just happened to pick me as the person 
to contact.  There are also people that I know, who are not horseshoe pitchers, but look at the website from 
time to time searching for information in which they are interested.  I would like to thank all persons who 
have ever been involved with maintaining the NHPA website. 

Hall of Fame 

2022 Hall of Fame Nominees 
By Vicki Winston, Hall of Fame Committee Chair 
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Hopefully, I will have HOF election results ready for the next edition of NEWSLINE.  Also, I have tentative plans to spend a few 
days at the World Tournament in Monroe, LA, so hopefully I will see many of you there.  Until then stay well and stay safe.   
 
Vicki 

 

Hall of Fame Update...continued 
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3rd VP Message 

Sanctioned Leagues...What Are They? 
By Jerry Smith, 3rd Vice President, NHPA Historian 
 
I deal with Sanctioned Leagues seeming everyday and think nothing of it.  
Sanctioned Leagues are great for our sport and certainly do provide an entry 
point for new pitchers.  So, I decided that perhaps I should explain the process 
for starting and/or running NHPA Sanctioned Leagues.   

The league manual is the Redbook and is available online or by request.  I will 
be glad to send a copy to any interested party, just contact me via email or 
phone.  I have a revised and updated edition ready for publication and will 
place on the webpage soon.  The process to start a new or re-start an old 
league is to fill out the form, “Sanctioned League Request Form” which can 
be found on the website under the “Leagues”, “Forms” heading.  When I re-
ceive a request form, I prepare a packet which includes, League forms, the 
Redbook, and a certificate which states the name of the league and the assigned sanctioned league number.  
The sanctioned league number looks like this, “2022-C-01” where the year represents the year of start-up 
which forever tells me about the starting point for calculating the Sanctioned League’s longevity awards.  
These awards are given out in five-year increments.  That is why a league loses its number when they fail to 
hold a league in any given year.  Unusual circumstances can and have waived that situation, for example, the 
pandemic.  The sanctioned league number is good for as many leagues as the organization wants to run in a 
year.  The middle letter represents the type of league, there were four set up in the Redbook, “C” for Club, “A” 
for Association, “L” for League, and “JR” for Juniors only.  I don’t know why they decided to use four types 
of leagues, but who am I to question the wisdom of that decision.  The last number simply differentiates each 
yearly request.  Before the turn of the century, the year was simply the last two digits i.e., 78-C-01.  Interest-
ingly enough, there are still six leagues running today with “78” as their year designation.  1978 was the first 
year of the Sanctioned League program.  Here are the six charter member leagues that are still in operation.  
Congratulations to these fine clubs. (I currently have 178 leagues that I track) 

Clearwater Horseshoe Club  FL  78-C-05 
Goldendale Horseshoe Club  WI  78-C-24 
Denver Metro Horseshoe  League  CO  78-C-44 
St Moritz Horseshoe Club  MA  78-C-59 
Winchester Horseshoe Club  VA  78-C-58 
Whetstone Horseshoe Club  OH  78-C-72 
 

The Sanction League program was the brainchild of Russell Gadoury who started publicizing his ideas in the 
Digest in 1976 or before.  He pushed for its formation suggesting that horseshoes were for families and not 
just champion level pitchers.  He felt that the “good old boys” attitude was limiting the growth of our sport.  
He was right and with the help of NHPA Secretary/ Treasurer Donnie Roberts, they created the Redbook and 
Sanctioned Leagues was born. 

After receiving the sanction number and informational packet, the league director or committee has complete 
control over how they proceed.  A league is controlled and ran by the league officials.  They decide how to 
setup the league including but not limited to, singles, doubles, teams, number of shoes, count-all, or cancella-
tion, handicapped or not, and fees.   

The NHPA does nor micromanage leagues in any way except the expectation that the RGS is followed.  I do 
not worry about the courts, the method used to handicap, the length of games or how long the league runs for.  
Leagues are encouraged to let nonmembers pitch as substitutes or pacers.  The eShoe data base handles all 
membership situations, so leagues should introduce horseshoe pitching to whom ever walks up.  I like the use 
of handicaps and count-all scoring in leagues because it is beneficial to help new players get started and enjoy 
the game.   



 

 

Page 12 

3rd VP (Sanctioned Leagues...What Are They)...continued 
 
Leagues are a great way to introduce our sport to new members and the above format gives new pitch-
ers a sense of accomplishment regardless of their skill level.  Leagues are easy to start and fun to play 
in.  As stated, there are currently 178 leagues nationwide and yours could be next.  Over 5000 pitchers 
normally pitch in leagues each year.  The program also provides patches for league and player accom-
plishments and each year, I calculate a “Top Ten” list of pitchers in 30 different categories.  The top 
two pitchers in each category receive plaques and all receive certificates and patches.  The program also 
gives out Junior scholarships each year to Junior pitchers who pitch in leagues and excel in the class-
room.  The program has proven to be a big success and there is always room for one more league.  Con-
tact me and get started today. 

 
 

NHPA Website...Where we started 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
       NHPA Website...Where we are 
 
 
 
 
Suggestions always welcome 
If there are items you can’t find, 
would like to see, or suggestions for 
improvement, please send them to 
Newsline@horseshoepitching.com. 
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4th VP Message 

See Lots of Shoe Options...Volunteer for Shoe Check 
By Barbara Carson, 4th Vice President/World Tournament STAT Room, RD Director, 

Court Sanctioning 

 

I can’t believe it is March already and the horseshoe pitching season is gearing up to 
start soon.  I don’t know about you, but I am so ready for Spring and warmer weather 
to be here.  It appears that many of you are back to your full schedules which we are 
all glad it is and back to some sort of normalcy.  I am so ready to get out on the courts 
and start practicing and pitching again. 
 
I want to thank all of you again for your support and cooperation during my move.  
You have no idea how much I appreciated that.   
 
I also want to thank all of the RD’s for their cooperation and dedication to entering your tournaments into 
eShoe.  I know it can be time consuming and there was a couple of hiccups with the Cloning of Events from 
last year, but we got that worked out.  Thank you for your hard work and dedication to this wonderful sport.  
You all have done an amazing job of entering your tournaments.  I know that eShoe has really helped me 
when searching for a tournament to pitch in when I am away from home.  Please take the time to thank your 
RD for all of their hard work in getting the patches ordered and entering all of your tournaments in eShoe.  
They are truly to be appreciated for the time they have spent performing their tasks and getting your tourna-
ments up and running. 
 
Only 3 more months and we will be in Monroe/West Monroe for the 2022 World Tournament.  This is going 
to be a great tournament at a great venue.  I hope everyone is planning to attend.  I am looking for volunteers 
to help out with shoe check.  If you are going to be there and would like to help out and you are not scheduled 
to pitch at shoe check time, any and all volunteers are appreciated and welcomed.  Just send me an e-mail at 
bcarson848@gmail.com and I will be glad to put you on the list.  I will not schedule you for shoe check when 
it is your scheduled time to pitch.  Also, RD’s, we will be having an RD Meeting.  It is usually scheduled for 
the Saturday between weeks 1 and 2, but for now the meeting time and date is to be determined.  As soon as I 
know, I will let all of you know. 
 
Next month, April 23 & 24 begins the Horseshoe Tour in Newberry, SC.  This is the Sue Snyder Memorial 
Summer Fun tournament.  Check out the 2022 Schedule at www.thehorseshoetour.com and get your entry 
form in.  This is a great tournament and the format is awesome.  If you have always wanted to pitch in a tour 
event, this is the one.  The Horseshoetour Hall of Fame banquet will be held on Friday evening, the 22nd and 
they will be inducting the great Marlene Ray into the Hall of Fame this year.  Well deserved Marlene.  Hurry 
and get those entries in for some great competition and fun. 
 
I know everyone is anxious to start pitching in some warm weather and to see their horseshoe families.  I 

know I am, but until then, everyone please be safe and stay warm. I also want to thank you for everything that 

ALL of you do for this great sport.  It takes a great deal of time to figure out schedules, order patches, create 

and run tournaments (TD’s), and all other tasks associated with tournaments.  We have the greatest TEAM 

players and workers in the World and you are truly appreciated.  Can’t wait to see all of you at the tourna-

ments and especially the World Tournament.   

Thank you again for all of your hard work. 

Barb 

 

mailto:bcarson848@gmail.com
http://www.thehorseshoetour.com
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Sponsorship Opportunities 
By Laurie Lampkin  
(If Interested in any of these, please contact Laurie Lampkin or mail payments and artwork to Jim Kinney) 
 
Bronze Level $2,500 (annually) 
Sponsorship at this level will entitle your company to: 
·       One 2’ x 3’ banner prominently displayed on the event site throughout the competition. 
·       Your name listed on posters displayed at charter events throughout the country, along with other 

bronze  
 level sponsors. 
·       Footer banner ad in two issues of the NHPA’s NEWSLINE e-newsletter. 
·       A quarter-page ad in the event program for the World Tournament. 
·       Your logo on the NHPA website (www.horseshoepitching.com) through the completion of the event. 
 Silver Level $5,000 (annually) 
·       Sponsorship at this level will entitle your company to two 3’x5’ banners prominently displayed on the 

event site throughout the competition. 
·       Your name listed on posters displayed at charter events throughout the country, along with other silver 

level sponsors. 
·       Large right column ad in two issues of the NHPA’s NEWSLINE e-newsletter. 
·       A half-page ad in the event program. 
·       Your logo, linking to your website, on the NHPA website through the completion of the event. 
 Gold Level $7,500 (annually) 
·       Sponsorship at this level will entitle your company to four 3’ x 5’ banners prominently displayed at  
 several locations on the event site. 
·       Your name listed on posters displayed at charter events throughout the country, along with other gold  
 level sponsors. 
·       Large right column ad in two issues of the NHPA’s NEWSLINE e-newsletter. 
·       A full-page ad in the event program. 
·       Your logo, linking to your website, on the NHPA website through the completion of the event. 
  Platinum Level $30,000 (3-year agreement) 
·       Only ONE Platinum sponsorship will be entered into per vendor. 
·       Sponsorship at this level will entitle your company/brand to naming privileges of the event, such as 

“Your brand presents the NHPA World Horseshoe Pitching Championships”, 
·       The event will be called such in all press releases, NHPA and charter websites and news coverage. 
·       Your brand name or logo will be included on all commemorative merchandise made available for the 

event, including trophies. 
·       Your brand/logo will appear on the front cover of the event program. 
·       Full-page ad in the event program. 
·       Brand prominently displayed as 4’x 6’ fence panels throughout venue. 
·       Posters will be displayed at events throughout the country prior to the competition each year. 
·       Headlining ad in two issues of the NHPA’s NEWSLINE e-newsletter. 
·       Listings in the newsletters and on websites of NHPA charters. 
·       Your advertising banner, linking to your website, on the NHPA website for the duration of your  
 sponsorship. 
  Types of Sponsorships/Advertising available during the World Tournament: 
·        Leader Board 
·        Website 
·        Web Cams 
·        Back Drops 
·        Front of Podium 
·        HOF Banquet 
·        Result Sheets 
·        W.T. Fences (Sponsor name on the top, horseshoepitching.com on bottom) 
·        Shirts 
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From the desk of the NHPA Secretary/Treasurer 

Plan for 2022 is NHPA Growth 
By Jim Kinney Jr., Secretary/Treasurer 
 
I hope everyone is ready for spring pitching.  It is starting to feel like it here in Mis-
souri.  There is still some indoor pitching scheduled but outdoor pitching is right 
around the corner.  There will always be those die-hard pitchers who pitch outdoors 

year around and I tip my hat to them.  There is nothing like pitching shoes on a nice 
warm sunny day though.  I have been watching backyard and online sanctioned 
pitching quite a bit lately.  It amazes me how many pitchers there are who are really 

dedicated to our sport.   

The NHPA has gained a lot of pitchers thru the past year, but we have also lost 
some.  I see the organization growing this year.  Even with the pandemic still linger-
ing we are learning to adapt and move on.  With a new President comes new ideas and some change.  How 

much change is still uncertain, but the NHPA council has been working hard to meet the challenges we are 
facing in our organization.  There is a lot of great things happening. The everyday business is being dis-
cussed and researched with a lot of input from quite a few people.  It is great to see discussions and debates 

on topics that have just been the normal for quite a few years.  We all need to be involved, in some form, to 
help our sport grow and be here when our kids grow up.  I am proud to tell everyone I talk to that I am a 
member of the National Horseshoe Pitchers Association.   Do not be afraid to voice your opinion if you see 

something that can help our sport.  It may never pass the majority, but new ideas are what is going to help 
us grow and keep pitchers interested.   

We have hit the 100 mark for entries to the 2022 World Tournament in Monroe West Monroe, Louisiana.  I 
hear from a lot of pitchers who are excited to attend.  A lot of pitchers have not been able to get out and en-

joy being in a group of people who love doing what they are passionate about.  Hopefully we have a great 
turnout, and we see a lot of pitchers who are competitive but have a great time.  The World Tournament is a 
time we can spend with our family and friends who we cannot see daily.  It is also a time where we can 

watch the best of the best in the Cadets, the juniors, or any of the adult divisions.  The Monroe Staff and the 
NHPA council is working hard to make this World Tournament as good or better then any you have attend-
ed.  If this is your first World Tournament, then we welcome you and we hope it is a life memory to cher-

ish.  If you have not pitched in a World Tournament in a few years you need to just make the trip and join 
the festivities.  Go to www.horseshoepitching.com,  Check out the World Tournament experience and entry 
form.  I have been told by pitchers that they are not good enough to pitch in the World Tournament.  That is 
not true.  Everyone has a class they are placed in that is comparable to their entry average.  Just because you 

may not have an average higher than the person pitching next to you does not mean you are not important to 
the NHPA and the sport.  It takes all people from all around the world to make a sport fun and enjoyable.  
No matter where you are from or how you were raised, horseshoes will always be a sport anyone can partic-

ipate in.  See ya at Monroe. 

There has been a lot of discussion on the program eShoe.  We are entering our 
third year of using this program to track members and tournaments within the 
NHPA.  Most pitchers and charter officers I have talked to really have settled 

into the everyday use of the program.  There is a majority who really like 
what it has done for our organization.  There are a few who do not like 
change. There is a lot of things, in the past 50yrs, that some people would just 

as well be glad to keep doing it the way they always have.   

 

http://www.horseshoepitching.com
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Progress is something my grandfather used to sum up by saying lead, follow, or get out of the way because 
you cannot stop it.  Everyone needs to be proactive and keep an open mind.  We have a lot of pitchers with 
enormous amounts of experience and knowledge to help our organization grow in all kinds of different ca-
pacities.  Just listen to what is going on around you and give your opinion.   We have a team who are al-
ways available to help in anyway we can with your eShoe experience, good or bad.  Just contact me at 
sec.treas@horseshoepitching.com or call me at (816) 738-0868 if you need any help and I will direct you to 
someone who can be of service if I cannot facilitate your need. 
 
If anyone has someone they want to nominate for the 2022 Arch Stokes award or an Achievement Award 
you need to get your nominations by April 1st, 2022.  We have included a form in this Newsline or you can 
go the www.horseshoepitching.com and hover over About us.  This will drop down a list where you can go 
to Resources and Forms.  If you need any help please contact me. 
 

Thank you for everything you do, and I will see you on the courts. 

 

Jim Kinney Jr                                                                                                                                
NHPA Secretary/Treasurer                                                                                                           
P.O. Box 205                                                                                                                                                                         
Drexel, Mo  64742                                                                                                                                                                   
(816) 738-0868                                                                                   
sec.treas@horseshoepitching.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary/Treasurer...continued 

Looking for tournaments during your out–of-town trips? Check out 
the “Event Search” option in eShoe found under the eShoe/HSMaster 
option on the horseshoepitching.com web page. 

mailto:sec.treas@horseshoepitching.com
http://www.horseshoepitching.com
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Secretary/Treasurer...continued 
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Secretary/Treasurer...continued 
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NHPF Report 

Hall of Fame and Museum Update in Progress 
By Dave Sidles, NHPF Director 
 

Your continued support of the National Horseshoe Pitchers Associa-
tion’s Hall of Fame and Museum is greatly appreciated. Did you 
know that your contributions, of any size, can be included on your 
tax return along with other charitable contributions?  
 
The Hall of Fame and Museum is undergoing a makeover. The goal 
is to be able to easily update the many current champion displays 
each year as well as the displays of annual award recipients. This is being done by replacing 
existing wall displays with ones that sandwich an easily replaceable vinyl sheet between two 
clear panels mounted with a three dimensional look. This will allow the museum to always 
be current and at a very reasonable cost.  
 
There will also be a few new displays. One in particular will be the “Goat” display. Criteria 
developed by NHPA Historian Jerry Smith was used to highlight the “Greatest of all Time” 
individuals in numerous categories.  
 
Contributions to support the museum can be made several ways. Go to https://nhpf.info/
donations/ and you’ll be able to find a method that suites you best. Cash, check, or purchase 
a brick on the outdoor plaza and honor someone you know that enjoyed this great game in 
their lifetime. Individuals or groups that contribute a total of $500 or more are recognized on 
a plaque inside the museum. 
  
The NHPA Hall of Fame and Museum is a place every horseshoe pitcher should try to visit 
at least once in their lifetime.  

 

 

 

https://nhpf.info/donations/
https://nhpf.info/donations/
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2022 NHPA Officers—Contact Information 
 
 
 



 

 

The Runner-up Series...Part II 
By Stan Griggs, NHPA World tournament Statistician 
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Runner-up Series Part 1I (Stan Griggs)...continued 
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Runner-up Series Part 1I (Stan Griggs)...continued 
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Tournament Spotlight 

Valley of the Sun Tournament Exceeds Expectations! 
By Robert Chubinsky, Arizona State Horseshoe Pitchers Association 
 
They came to the desert of Arizona for the 64th time to play horseshoes. With 131 players from twenty differ-
ent states and Canada, Arizona’s mini-world tournament, the Valley of the Sun hosted by East Valley Horse-
shoe Club in Mesa, had its largest tournament in 20 years. Most past tournaments have been between 75-99 
players. With only twelve courts to play on, the tournament starts on Tuesday and ends on Sunday. Since we 
only have 12 courts, the most players that can enter for the six days is 144 so we are almost at our maximum.  
Everybody plays two days; half of all players receive a money payout. All A and B classes play 40-point 
games with no handicaps. All other classes play 40 or 50 shoe games. The only class with a handicap was 
Class I Mixed which went from 5% to 22%. All courts had score keepers. 
  
Every morning there was either breakfast burritos, pancakes, donuts, fruit, snack bars, coffee, and juice. Every 
afternoon there was lunch made by our players, sloppy joes, pulled pork sandwiches, spaghetti, pizza, cold cut 
sandwiches and chips. All day there was cold water and soda available. There were shirts, tournament patches 
and tournament hat pins for sale. All winners received a Valley of the Sun patch, and everybody got a tourna-
ment brochure and hat pin when signing in. Every day there was a 50/50 drawing. All had a payout of $70 or 
more except for one.  
 
Except for a cool day on Wednesday the weather was in the mid 70’s with clear Arizona sky. All classes had a 
class and winner picture taken along with some random pictures of the tournament. These can be viewed on 
our ashpa.club website. 
  
In the Elder’s A class, all players either won their state 
championships last year or have won one in the past, Bert 
Logsdon (IA), Mike Massari (AZ), Jim Bilderback (WI), 
Ronald LeGrand (MO) J.D. Drake (MI) and Donald Lind-
bo (WA). In Men’s A class we had a men’s state champi-
on Ken Jones (NM) and the men’s Senior World Champi-
on Jacob Fimbres (AZ). In Women’s A Class was state 
champion Diane Luiz (CA) and number one junior girl 
Kalie Trujillo (NM).  
 
If you look at the results on the Arizona website, you will 
see that the classes were highly competitive. As always, 
some players had a good two days and some did not, but 
all had a wonderful time. Many of the players entered 
were NHPA, State or Club Tournament Directors or of-
ficers. The people who are the backbone of our horseshoe 
community. 
 
If you want to know more about the tournament, ask your 
friend who went and played. Our players are our best am-
bassadors. East Valley Horseshoe Club wants to thank 
everyone who helped with setups, food, scorekeeping, 
judging and pictures. If we mention names, I know I 
would leave someone out because so many helped, so we 
thank all of you and hope to see you again next year.  
 
Robert Chubinsky 
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Tournament Spotlight-Valley of the Sun...continued 
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Valley 
of the 

 
2022 

“I participated in the VOS tournament it has turned out to be one of the best 
events of the year.  The friendliness and respect given to participants is one 
reason why I try and return. Also, the prize money amount is nice too. 
Peace, Gary Nakamoto, NCHPA  
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Updated regularly on www.horseshoepitching.com 

http://www.horseshoepitching.com
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Add your advertisement to NHPA History! 
By Blaine Scott, NHPA Newsline Editor (Email: newsline@horseshoepitching.com) 

 
 

Prepayment is required at time of order 
Ads must be scheduled in advance with Blaine Scott, NHPA Newsline Editor 
Artwork must be received by the 15th of the month prior to placement 
Payment should be mailed to National Horseshoe Pitching Association,  
ATTN: Newsline Advertising, P.O. Box 205, 125 Walnut Dr., Drexel, MO 64727 

3 March 2022 
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3 March 2022 

www.thehorseshoetour.com 

http://www.thehorseshoetour.com

